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AEDA was co-founded by Asian 
small businesses on University 
Avenue

AEDA’s mission: To cultivate 
vibrant, diverse communities by 
creating equitable economic 
development.

www.aeda-mn.org
AEDA staff & interns

Asian Economic Development Association



Asian Businesses along University Avenue 

• 300+ Asian small businesses in the Central Corridor 
in Saint Paul

• 70 in Little Mekong, www.LittleMekong.com



Engaging Asian Businesses on University Avenue 

• Leave them alone (pre-2006, before CCLRT Alternatives Analysis):
• We want their support to build the LRT (2006-08 (Locally preferred 

alternative, DEIS, preliminary engineering)
• Asian businesses advocating for their interest (2009-11, Final Design 

and FEIS)
• Asian businesses DECIDING their best interest (post-2012)



• Prevent Business 
Closure

• Retain customer 
access

• Minimize loss of 
revenue

LRT Impact Mitigation



• Learning

Impact Mitigation



• Learning

Impact Mitigation



• Learning

Impact Mitigation



• Organizing

Impact Mitigation



• Advocacy

Environmental Justice



What made the difference:

• The voices of Asian 
businesses

• Their leadership

• Their stories

Lessons Learned



• Organizer who is from 
the community and 
understands the 
community

• Trust

• Creating direct access to 
decision makers for the 
underrepresented

• Creating opportunities 
for Leadership

Successful Engagement Strategies



THANK YOU!
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